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1 . SUMMARY: STRIKING REFINERY WORKERS HAVE AT LEAST 
TEMPORARILY RETURNED TO WORK AND SOME GASOLINE IS 
FLOWING TO STATIONS IN ACCRA AND OTHER CITIES. DOCTORS, 

NURSES, LAWYERS, ENGINEERS, ACCOUNTANTS AND OTHER 
PROFESSIONALS REMAIN ON STRIKE. THERE WERE REPEATED 
POWER OUTAGES JULY 12-13 AND WATER IS OFF IN MOST PARTS 
OF ACCRA AS OF MONRING JULY 14. END SUMMARY 

2. AFTER SOME UNCERTAINTY, IT NOW APPEARS THAT ALL OR 
MOST STRIKING WORKERS OF GHANA-ITALIAN PETROLEUM 
COMPANY (GHAIP) AT TEMA HAVE GONE BACK TO WORK. 
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THEIR WILDCAT STRIKE. PROTESTING INADEQUATE 
MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR WORKERS INJURED ON THE JOB, 

WAS REPORTEDLY SETTLED AFTER PROTRACTED NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH COMMISSIONER FOR NRC AFFAIRS E.K. BUCKMAN. GOG 
HAS UNDERTAKEN TO STATION MILITARY DOCTORS AT 
REFINERY SINCE CIVILIAN DOCTORS ARE STILL ON STRIKE. 

WORKERS RETURNED BRIEFLY TO JOBS AFTERNOON JULY 12 
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BUT STRUCK AGAIN MORNING JULY 13 IN PROTEST AT GOG 
CLAIM IN PRESS THAT UNION HAD APOLOGIZED TO PUBLIC 
FOR INCONVENIENCE CAUSED BY STRIKE. WORKERS SAID 
THEY HAD NOT APOLOGIZED AND DID NOT RETURN TO WORK 
UNTIL LATE JULY 13. BY MORNING JULY 14 SOME GASOLINE 
WAS BEING SOLD IN ACCRA. VEHICLE TRAFFIC HAS 
DECREASED SHARPLY OVER PAST FOUR DAYS AND WITHOUT NEW 
SUPPLIES MOST CARS AND TRUCKS WOULD HAVE BEEN OFF THE 
ROAD BY END OF THIS WEEK. ASSUMING REFINERY WORKERS 
DO NOT GO BACK ON STRIKE, FUEL SITUATION SHOULD NOW 
BEGIN TO EASE. GOG CLAIMS THERE IS ENOUGH REFINED 
STOCK IN STORAGE TO LAST COUNTRY FOR THREE WEEKS (WE 
THINK ONE WEEK IS MORE ACCURATE) AND SAYS PROCESSING 
OF CRUDE WILL START JULY 14. 

3. SITUATION WITH STRIKING PROFESSIONALS IS SOMEWHAT 
MURKY. WE UNDERSTAND SMC WANTED TO MEET WITH GHANA 
BAR ASSOCIATION BUT MEETING DID NOT COME OFF JULY 1 1 
BECAUSE BADLY-INFORMED TROOPS SENT LAWYERS PACKING. 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION REPS MET WITH ACHEAMPONG 
AND SMC JULY 12 BUT MEETING WAS ABORTED AFTER FIVE 
MINUTES FOR LACK OF A QUORUM AMONG REPS. AT SUBSEQUENT 
MEETING ON JULY 13 ACHEAMPONG REPORTEDLY PUT OUT WORD 
THAT UNION GOVERNMENT WAS TO BE PLAYED DOWN AND ALSO 
AGREED TO ANNOUNCE SPECIFIC TEMETABLE FOR RETURN TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL RULE (SEPTEL). 
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4. LAWYERS, DOCTORS, NURSES, ENGINEERS, ACCOUNTANTS 
AND OTHER PROFESSIONALS ARE STILL ON STRIKE. HOWEVER, 

A FEW DOCTORS ARE TREATING EMERGENCY CASES AT KARLE BU 
HOSPITAL. ONE OF THESE DOCTORS, HAVING WORKED ALL 
NIGHT, WAS BEATEN UP BY THUGS IN THE HOSPITAL THE 
NEXT MORNING. THESE HEAVIES WERE DRESSED IN CIVILIAN 
CLOTHES BUT ARE WIDELY BELIEVED TO BE GOG AGENTS. 

OTHER DOCTORS REPORT BEING ROUGHED UP BY TROOPS AND AT 
LEASE ONE HAS HAD HIS HOUSE RANSACKED. DOCTORS ARE 
DEEPLY ANGERED BY THIS ABUSE AND HAVE STRONGLY PROTESTED 
TO ACHEAMPONG. ON JULY 12 ACHEAMPONG REPORTEDLY 
ASSURED ONE PROMINENT DOCTOR THAT STRONG-ARM TACTICS 
WILL CEASE. THIS DOCTOR HAS MOVED BACK IN TO HIS KORLE 
BU HOUSE BUT IS LEAVING HIS FAMILY ELSEWHERE FOR 
SAFETY'S SAKE. PROFESSIONALS ARE SLATED TO MEET AGAIN 
WITH SMC MORNING OF JULY 14. 

5. ACCRA WAS BLACKED OUT SEVERAL TIMES DURING NIGHT OF 
JULY 12 AND REPEATEDLY DURING DAY OF JULY 13. WE DO 
NOT KNOW REASONS FOR OUTAGES BUT WE, PUBLIC AND GOG 
SECURITY OFFICERS BELIEVE THEY WERE DUE TO SABOTAGE. 
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WHILE PARTS OF TEMA WERE ALSO AFFECTED, VALCO 
ALUMINUM PLANT WAS NOT RPT NOT THIS TIME. OFFICIAL 
EXPLANATION WAS THAT FAILURES WERE DUE TO FAULTS IN 
SUBSTATION IN EASTERN ACCRA: RADIO LISTENERS WERE 
TOLD THERE WAS "NO CAUSE FOR ALARM." WHILE POWER WAS 
ON AS OF MORNING JULY 14. WATER IN POST PARTS 
OF CITY (INCLUDING CHANCERY AREA AND NEIGHBORHOODS 
WHERE MOST MISSION PERSONNEL LIVE) IS OFF. 

6. THUS IN GENERAL, STANDOFF BETWEEN SMC AND 
PROFESSIONALS CONTINUES, WITH ANOTHER 
NEGOTIATING SESSION SET FOR TODAY. 

SMITH 
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